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Vol. 48 No.4 
RE V EA LI NG THE 
FUTURE OF LIFE IN 
COMMERCIAL LAW 
Prof. ].]. White Advises Students 
on Career Opporunities in 
Corporate and Commercial Law 
By Lisa Dresner 
RG Contributing Editor 
"Once you get in with a firm, you've 
got to be aggressive about getting to work 
in the right place. You can't be a shrink­
ing violet," counseled Professor James J. 
White, addressing law students in Room 
250 in an October 9 talk on "Career Op­
portunities in Commercial and Corporate 
Law." 
Professor White's talk was the frrst 
event sponsored by the newly-formed 
Commercial Law Society. Co-President 
David Grand (2L) explained that the soci­
ety carne about because many students in­
terested in commercial law were facing 
interview questions about their chosen 
practice area that they did not yet have 
enough information to answer. Students 
interested in joining the society should 
pendaflex Grand or Co-President Bruce 
Fox (2L), or should send e-mail to 
plucky @umich.edu. 
The biggest division in commercial 
law, began Professor White, is between 
corporate lawyers and commercial 
litigators. Corporate lawyers do transac­
tional work: they work with banks or debt­
ors working out loans, do deals, work with 
clients to issue stock, negotiate mergers 
and acquisitions. To enjoy corporate law, 
said Professor White, "you have to like 
working with clients" and "be interested 
in the process of negotiation and . . .  draft­
ing." 
The downside of being a corporate 
See COMMERCIAL LAW, page 2 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAw SCHOOL October 28, 1997 
\\. · � .. -t�·¥e·persev:e� 
and oabi>ve all e<>nfidence m ourselves. We mUst belie.v� 
that we are,giftedM>ne c""" 
New student discussion group Perspectives of Women, which seeks to increase 
discussion of gender issues in the law school, posted flyers toward that end. 
NEW STUDENT GROUP SEEKS TO SPUR 
DISCUSSION OF WOMEN'S PERSPECTIVES 
By Kris Lenart 
RG EditDr-in-Chief 
The classrooms of Hutchins Hall are 
adorned with portraits of many famous le­
gal figures, but as a group of students 
pointed out in a flyer campaign a few 
weeks ago, portraits of women are not in­
cluded. 
Approximately 1 00 flyers bearing 
photographs of women and sayings such 
as "You do not frame our faces; do you 
hear our voices?" were posted all around 
the law school. The goal of the flyers, ac­
cording to 2L Hilary Taylor, was to "start 
a discussion about gender issues in the law 
school, and issues in the classroom in par­
ticular." "We wanted to give people some­
thing to talk about," stated Ms. Taylor. 
The feedback from students has been 
"mainly positive," said Ms. Taylor. Most 
people felt the signs were "thoughtful," 
although there were some comments that 
the signs were "vague." One commercial 
law professor told his class he thought the 
signs were "too subtle" to get the desired 
point across. Regardless, Ms. Taylor was 
pleased with the turnout to the first "Per­
spectives of Women" discussion group 
meeting after the flyers were posted, and 
she hopes that the group will be able to 
"start a dialogue in the law school about 
issues such as representation of women in 
the law school in both the faculty and stu­
dent body." Ms. Taylor also would like to 
"increase discussion between faculty and 
students," since she feels that such coop­
eration is essential to adequately address 
any issue in an "educational community" 
such as the law school. 
Although many students assumed that 
See PERSPECTIVES, page 2 
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lawyer, Professor White noted, is that 
eventually one may face "a lack of intel­
lectual stimulation," since a limited num­
ber of issues are likely to arise in the vari­
ous subspecialties. "Unless you're at the 
very pinnacle of corporate practice, prob­
ably what you do in ten years will seem 
kind of repetitive." 
Not so for the commercial litigator­
the lawyer who gets involved with a law­
suit because of a failed merger, for ex­
ample. Commercial litigation "probably 
has more intellectual pizzazz to it than does 
the corporate stuff," Professor White said. 
Commercial litigation "almost always has 
interesting new problems . . .  Real life is 
much more complicated than law school 
makes it appear." 
Commercial litigation is almost im­
possible to do full time, however, unless 
you're part of a huge law firm or a bou­
tique firm that does nothing else, said Pro­
fessor White. Even then, he cautioned, it's 
difficult to get work as a litigator. If that's 
what you aspire to do, you have to choose 
a very large law firm and "you have to be 
diligent about worming your way into that 
part of the practice." 
The two categories of work don't 
cross over much, Professor White said: 
"Very few people . . . are corporate law­
yers on Thursday and commercial 
litigators on Monday." On the other hand, 
being an in-house lawyer with the legal 
PERSPECTIVES 
Continued from page 1 
the Women Law Student Association 
(WLSA) was behind the posting of the fly­
ers, this was not the case. According to 
Laura Ricketts (2L), co-president of 
WLSA, the idea of posting the flyers was 
brought up at a WLSA meeting. Ms. 
Ricketts stated that there were "mixed feel­
ings" among the WLSA members as to 
whether or not it was an activity in which 
the group should be involved, and there 
was some concern since the decision was 
not approved by the WLSAexecutive com­
mittee and "there was no opportunity for 
department of a large corporation might 
allow you to do both types of work. Pro­
fessor White characterized the work avail­
able at the legal departments of Ford and 
GM as "quite varied," although it's likely 
that in-house legal departments will en­
courage new lawyers "to develop an ex­
pertise in a particular area" even more than 
a firm will. 
Professor White also noted that few 
in-house counsel positions go to people 
fresh out of law school. He encouraged 
people seeking in-house counsel work to 
Commercial litigation "al­
most always has interesting 
new problems ... Real life 
is much more complicated 
than law school makes it 
appear." 
interview first with the corporations they 
want to work for, but if that doesn't work, 
"go with the fanciest law frrm you can fmd 
and then try again-perhaps with one of 
your [law firm's] clients." And although 
in-house legal departments typically pay 
less than large law firms do, they make up 
for it by requiring fewer hours of work. 
Professor White encouraged students 
to consider specialty areas of commercial 
other WLSAmembers to express views on 
the appropriateness of the activity." 
Also, stated Ms. Ricketts, "this activ­
ity ran against the normal way that WLSA 
approaches issues. Normally, we like to 
work with the administration, and bring 
issues to their attention first to give them 
a chance to deal with them before we take 
action." As for now, the two groups are 
entirely separate. However, Ms. Ricketts 
stressed, "this is not to say that WLSA does 
not share some of the same concerns as 
the students involved in hanging the fly-
law, such as bankruptcy, tax, and intellec­
tual property. "Bankruptcy lawyers are 
some of the happiest lawyers I know," he 
said. ''They tend to be both litigators and 
planners . . .  [Their work is] intellectually 
stimulating . . . I suspect some of the same 
things are true of tax specialists and IP spe­
cialists." 
In order to learn about a specialty area 
of law, Professor White urged students to 
"think about being involved in Bar com­
mittees . .. Almost any committee will take 
you if you'll do something for them." Op­
portunities for learning about areas of law 
also exist when laws are being revised. For 
example, suggested Professor White, "you 
could join a committee on revising a 
U.C.C. article." 
In response to a question on interna­
tional commercial practice, Professor 
White said the student's first step should 
be to find a firm (or a large corporation 
like GM or Ford) that does international 
law work. Yet finding a frrm that really 
has a substantial international law prac­
tice is harder than it looks. ''The New York 
frrms will all tell you they have an inter­
national practice, and some of them do, 
but not all the ones that tell you they do, I 
suspect," cautioned Professor White. He 
also noted that international work is harder 
to find than other kinds of commercial law 
See COMMERCIAL LAW, page 4 
ers." There are tentative plans for the two 
groups to work together on some projects 
such as writing letters to prospective 
women students to encourage them to at­
tend Michigan Law School. 
While the future activities of the group 
of students who posted the flyers is uncer­
tain at this time, according to Ms. Taylor, 
the discussion group "Perspectives of 
Women" meets Thursdays at noon in room 
132. Everyone is welcome. 
• 
By Larry Sager 
RG Contributing Editor 
The semester speeds on, students be­
come familiar with professors and Rocky 
perfects his imitations of them, expanding 
his repertoire for a nation wide tour in '98, 
opening for Marilyn Manson. Speaking 
of which-how 'bout Prodigy's 
"Firestarter" video? Talk about a freak. 
South Park rules. 
Ronald McDonald's wife has filed 
for divorce. And Ronald filed his own law­
suit against Blockbuster V ideo after 
McDonald suffered a vicious beating by 
men wielding four foot long salamis while 
he protested the video company's secre­
tive unilateral censorship policy. Investi­
gators discovered that the men were on the 
Blockbuster payroll. "That's just not ko­
sher," commented Ron regarding the inci­
dent. 
Felony stupidity, or, You just can't 
get decent help these days. In San Fran­
cisco, a man re­
ported his car sto­
len after he gave a 
woman cash and 
lent her his car in 
order for her to buy heroin for him. Po­
lice could not locate the woman, but re­
covered the car, and sent the man to drug 
rehab. 
No more tolerable September tem­
peratures in the library, they have re-cali­
brated and it's even hotter than last year. 
School fund-raisers could squeeze more 
funds out of those gnarly out-of-state stu­
dents by selling sweat towels to those fool­
ish enough to study under conditions re­
sembling the sunny side of Mercury. 
While blaming the frat-house across the 
street, and El Nifio, the library staff are 
quick to point out that the library may be 
too hot, but it is still room temperature! 
And what is that absolute foul rampant 
smell in the carrels? A foreseeable risk: 
anyone entering a carrel with Lysol or 
amonia might spontaneously combust­
or the fumes might create a toxic cloud 
that could kill all the undergrads in the 
Reading Room. 
Miscellany: 
Labor law dilemma: what about the 
gruntled employees? 
Musicians and small airplanes do not 
mix. 
AI Capone's business card said he was 
a used furniture salesman. 
Beware of police with plungers. 
Beware of BlockBuster Video store 
employees with four-foot long salamis. 
The Big Rotten. Having flunked my 
professional ethics exam, and after being 
intensely tutored for ten days only to flunk 
it again, with my Bridge Week Ethics ''in­
complete" conspicuously displayed on my 
transcript, I signed up for interviews with 
fourteen New York firms, five in Chicago, 
two in Florida (to visit relatives in Ft. Lau­
derdale), and one in U tab (just checking if 
you're paying attention). 
I arrived at Kennedy Airport in fine 
New York style, pushing past and shov­
ing to the ground an elderly woman whom 
I had helped onto the plane in Detroit. I 
felt good. Aside from telling the cab driver 
he should have taken a better route (trying 
to make him think I was a local), the ride 
from the airport was uneventful until I 
commented in Arabic about his mother and 
stiffed him on the tip. As he chased me 
down Broadway, I tried to lose him by 
dashing down the steps of Times Square 
Station. Luckily, security guards detained 
him. He attracted their attention using 
conspicuous conjugations of the word 
"fuck"-using it as an adjective, a color­
ful helping verb, and a pronoun, not to 
mention his use of Nonstandard English, 
which I found personally offensive. I 
hopped the turnstile unnoticed, the subway 
doors slammed shut as I elbowed another 
slow-moving elderly person face-down 
into floor. "You 
otta problem?" I 
ask vindictive ly. 
Pointing my imita­
tion black leather 
folder at a gawking patron, I mumble in-
coherently about a conspiracy theory link­
ing the Brooklyn Dodgers' move to Los 
Angeles with the Waco, Texas incident and 
Frank Gifford's infidelity, loud enough for 
people to take notice and move to another 
car, except for a deaf guy who kept star­
ing at me until I gave him the finger. I 
love New York. 
Writing tips. When writing a state­
ment of facts in a criminal case, do not 
omit unfavorable facts, but don't go into 
unnecessary de­
tail either. For in­
stance, your client 
is charged with 
p r e m e d i t a t e d  
murder. At point 
blank range, he loaded, aimed, and fired a 
sawed-off shot gun at Betsy Smith (7 
months pregnant). The defendant inflicted 
severe stomach, leg, and face wounds, trig­
gering a series of involuntary muscle 
spasms while the defendant reloaded the 
gun. 
Transform this gruesome scenario. 
Leave out the unnecessary gory details, 
and use passive voice: In the aftermath of 
a disagreement with Mr. Pee Wee Herman 
(use your client's name, not "the defen­
dant''), Smith (subtle disrespect for any­
one on the opposing side) received sev­
eral wounds from some bullets during the 
incident. 
And for those thinking "firm life" 
(oxymoron) might not be for you, consider 
working with the local District Attorney 
or Public Defender. Very competitive, but 
here is a quick primer on some of the in­
side professional terminology that would 
otherwise take days to figure out: 
Yonner: Short for "Your Honor." 
Sustained: What Yonner says when pros­
ecution makes an objection. 
Technicality: A defendant's Constitu­
tional Rights on television. 
Waived: What actually happens to 
defendant's Constitutional Rights in court. 
Got Off on a Technicality: The basis of 
every cop show I court melodrama on TV. 
see LARRY'S WORLD, page 8 
Tacky decor, festive environs, meaty barbecued eggplant sandwiches .... It's definitely 
A Culinary Tour of Ann Arbor, Part II 
By Rachel F. Preiser 
RG Contributing Editor 
Our crack reporter Rachel Preiser again 
bravely delves into the seedy and perilous 
underworld of the Ann Arbor culinary 
scene with a quick glance at more local 
restaurants ... 
Shalimar Cuisine oflndia (307 S. Main): 
The decor is winningly tacky, the ser­
vice truly abominable in this Northern In­
dian restaurant. The food, however, is re­
ally good-standard Indian fare with a fine 
array of vegetarian options from red and 
yellow lentils to eggplant to cauliflower 
and potatoes, all cooked in aromatic In­
dian spices. There are samosa (triangles 
of dough filled with curried vegetables) 
and other fried finger food that will come 
in handy while you sit eagerly praying that 
a waiter will notice that you still haven't 
received your main course! The nan (flat, 
soft rounds of bread) also makes an excel­
lent appetizer. All the entrees are served 
with a heaping plate of steaming basmati 
rice. About the only downside here be­
sides the relaxed service is the cost, a bit 
too high for comfort. 
Seva (314 E. Liberty): 
With its high ceilings and attractive 
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work: "If you really have to do that you 
can, but you have to persevere harder than 
many of you will want to." 
In response to a question about which 
courses aspiring commercial lawyers 
should take, Professor White suggested 
Tax I, Enterprise Organizations, Commer­
cial Transactions, and Real Estate Trans­
actions. Students who intend to be 
litigators should also take litigation-cen­
tered courses such as Trial Practice and 
Evidence, he said. 
Professor White thought it unwise to 
wooden interior, this 
vegetarian restaurant 
will catch your interest 
even before you check 
out the food. The menu 
offers yummy and 
imaginative dishes at 
very reasonable prices. 
Even die-hard carni­
vores will be impressed 
by the inventive prepa­
ration that makes this 
vegetarian cuisine any-
Just a hop, skip and a jwnp from the Law School, Zanzibar is one thing but dull. Try the of several fine eating establishments reviewed in this series. 
meaty barbecued egg-
plant sandwich on French bread, or the overlook the large central dining area, 
lightly grilled vegetables served over where musicians circulate and serenade the 
rounds of grilled polenta in a tangy tomato 
sauce. There are also daily-special entrees, 
like gorgonzola-filled spinach ravioli in a 
tomato pesto sauce served with com on 
the cob. The variety of dishes accommo­
dates all sorts of special diets, from Vegan 
to lactose-intolerant, and many dishes can 
be tailored to your needs. The service is 
helpful and enthusiastic. This is a place to 
come back to. 
Grazzi (326 S. Main): 
The food is very good at this spacious 
Italian restaurant, but the ambiance is what 
gives the place its pizzazz. Balcony tables 
pursue a joint J.D./M.B.A. He suggested 
earning one degree first: "If you're wrong, 
you can always go back." Likewise, he 
though it unnecessary for students inter­
ested in commercial law to take courses at 
the business school, since "a lot of what 
they teach you in a law firm is on-the-job 
learning." 
Asked about judicial clerkships, Pro­
fessor White admitted they provide little 
substantive knowledge about corporate 
transactions. On the plus side, he noted, 
as a former clerk "you are regarded by your 
diners. On select evenings the restaurant 
actually features bona-fide concerts to 
which diners may purchase tickets. Per­
haps this isn't the place for an intimate tete­
a-tete, what with the strolling musicians 
and somewhat over-attentive service, but 
the festive environment is sure to heighten 
the fun for less intimate occasions. The 
menu offers traditional dishes like linguine 
with tomato sauce and wild mushrooms, 
but the specials are more creative. Don't 
miss the truly delicious rosemary-flavored 
bread which comes before and with the 
meal. • 
peers as a distinguished person." A clerk­
ship is also an important credential to have 
if you aspire to be a law professor or a 
judge eventually, he added. 
In closing, Professor White empha­
sized the long hours of work student should 
expect at a large commercial law firm . 
"You need to realize: 'I'm gonna have 
damn little time off for a very long time."' 
• 
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By Bruce Manning 
RG Contributing Editor 
In the beginning, just after the sky had 
been separated from the firmament, I was 
taking my morning constitu-
tional along South U when the 
bushes in front of President 
Bollinger's house rustled and 
caught fire, yet did not burn. I 
stopped, took a step back, held 
my breath and then, pushing 
branches aside and brushing 
flaming twigs from his hair, I 
saw a man step out with cork­
screw dyed-blond hair, fishnet 
stockings and strange make-up 
on his cheeks. "Good heavens!" 
I said to myself, "That's Dee 
Snider of Twisted Sister!" 
"Bruce, my son," Dee ad­
dressed me. "The students of the 
University of Michigan Law 
School need you. Come to their 
aid and save them from them­
selves. I look down upon my 
children and I see sadness etched in their 
eyes. I see heavy weights in their back­
packs and heavier ones upon their souls. 
We must throw a gigantic party so that they 
may learn that the mellow lifestyle is the 
Path to Peace, Righ-
teousness, and Success." 
after rescuing a B-student who had been 
beaten senseless by marauding Marxists. 
The party raged. We tore the roof off. 
Paula Jones was there. Neighborhood dogs 
lapped at the Red Sea of brew flowing 
freely down the doorsteps. People dipped 
Tostitos in salsa, Ruffles in onion dip, and 
Doritos in manna. All four Beatles per­
formed live, accompanied by the Sex Pis­
tols. People passed out in the kitchen and 
And Dee trained me 
in the Way (of the Funk) 
and the (Strobe) Light for 
forty days and forty 
nights. Then, I rented a 
run-down old house just 
south of campus with lots 
of spare bedrooms and 
"I saw a man step out with corkscrew 
dyed-blond hair, fishnet stockings and 
strange make-up on his cheeks. 'Good 
heavens!' I said to myself, 'That's Dee 
Snider of Twisted Sister!"' 
filled it with stereo 
equipment seventy cubits by seventy cu­
bits. I hung a Disco Ball that miraculously 
shined for eight days. I struck the earth 
and Guiness sprang forth. From a single 
bolt of cloth, I knitted 900 togas. 
On my way to Hutchins to 'flex invi­
tations to the law student body, I gave sight 
to a blind man I passed on the street just 
they pissed on the lawn. Laughter echoed 
as far away as New Haven, Connecticut 
where uptight Yalies trembled and wept. 
Upstairs, people unwound, undressed, and 
made like crazed weasels, free and easy. 
No one was turned into a pillar of salt. 
Just after five in the morning, the 
masses gathered around me. "Bruce," they 
said, "Do you have to be stoned with our 
case books to atone for this party? " 
Uh, I don't know," I said, a little ner­
vous. Then, a particularly rowdy 2L, 
thankful to the core for being lifted out of 
his dull routine 
of Lexising, 
o u t l i n i n g ,  
cramming, and 
mem orizing, 
yelled, "Let's 
stone him just 
to be sure!" and 
people grabbed 
their heavy 
tomes and 
cocked their 
arms to throw. 
But then the sky 
parted and Dee 
Snider rode in 
on a carpet of 
lightning, and 
the crowd 
hushed. Dee 
boomed, "Give 
a man a party and he'll party for a day. 
Teach him how to party and he'll party for­
ever. " 
And Dee boomed again. "You must 
not stress about Law School so much, my 
children."  And the assembled masses 
chanted, "We're not going to take it! . .. 
No, we're not going to take it! . . .  We're 
not going to stress about Law School any­
more!" And Dee boomed, "Whaddya 
wanna do with your lives?'' And the as­
sembled masses hollered, "We wanna 
rock!" And Dee looked down upon them 
and saw that all was Good and He was con­
tent. And we all got our action back and 
shook our groove thing for another five 
hours. 
What, you missed it? I'm sorry; 
you're probably still way too stressed out 
about Law School. Me, I'm still hung-over. 
• 
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'Tis the season for impossible deci­
sions among seemingly identical alterna­
tives, each of which has a list of pros and 
cons longer than a J J. White examination. 
Yes, the time has come to choose a law 
firm, and for them to choose us. It is 
flyback season. We made it through the 
frrst round, sitting nose-to-nose with the 
interviewers in 
Room 200 cubicles. 
ever, if you do hate to work or do only 
care about money, you are better off figur­
ing out at this stage which firms will help 
you meet your goals (as opposed to sev­
eral years down the road, after you've been 
forced to do a lot of extra work or have 
lost your chance at an early fortune). 
Go with your gut. In the off-chance 
that you actually 
come out of a call­
Now what? As you 
embark on your 
journey into plush 
offices and free 
lunches, the RG 
would like to offer 
its two cents worth 
on figuring out 
which firm is the 
right firm for you. 
Seriously. 
Don't count on the 
probability that you 
won't have to work 
with those partners 
who gave you the 
creeps in the interview 
or that you'll learn to 
love corporate law. 
back feeling very 
strongly one wa�· or 
another, trust your 
instincts. Don't 
count on the prob­
ability that you 
won't have to work 
with those partners 
who gave you the 
creeps in the inte:f­
view or that you will 
learn to love corpo-Despite what 
they all say, most 
firms are alike in 
many aspects. They all claim to under­
stand how important it is to have a family 
and a life outside the firm. The reality, 
unfortunately, is that we have chosen a 
profession which almost always involves 
long hmrrs, weekends, and lots of pressure, 
most of which are incompatible with a sat­
isfying personal life. (Still remember why 
you chose to come to law school?) 
Yes, there are firms which offer part­
time schedules and leaves of absence, and 
yes, at some firms, taking advantage of 
these options won't destroy your career. 
Sometimes you can find out the firm's of­
ficial options in advance, but it is usually 
not possible to know the true consequences 
of those options without seeing them by 
working at a firm for some length of time 
or by talking candidly with someone who 
is not trying to evaluate you or sell you at 
an interview. 
Still, ask honest questions. Of course, 
the firms are evaluating you, and you don't 
want to give the impression that you hate 
to work or only care about money. How-
rate law. Even if 
your inclinations 
seem completely arbitrary, give them 
weight There isn't that much else to go 
on. 
Finally, remember this: You'll adapt. 
If not, you 'II leave. Remember that many 
firmS hire laterally, so if it turns out that 
the luxurious leather couches in the asso­
ciates' offices at Firm X actually are there 
so you don't have to walk to your car at 
3:00 a.m. each night (despite the firm's 
assurances at the callback that the 2200 
billable hour requirement is "doable " and 
the firm "cares a lot about family,"), there 
will always be other options. It may be 
your big chance to pursue that public in­
terest career you always wanted (now that 
you've paid off half the loans and bought 
a car to make up the difference), or per­
haps one of your huge corporate clients 
from the firm will be so enamored with 
your work they will offer you a cushy in­
house job. In any event, Michigan will 
probably always be looking for visiting 
professors. See y'all back here in five 
years or so. 
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Don't Play God, U-Turn U-Lose, The Winning Edge 
By Chris Butler, 
RG Contributing Editor 
I have seen quite a few films (well, 
three anyway) since my last review so I 
thought I'd give you the benefit of my in­
sight on all of them instead of selfishly 
withholding this valuable information. 
Give the people what they want I say. 
(Unless of course they're crackheads, then 
they pretty much just want crack. You 
could get arrested, and then I'd lose about 
ten percent of my already-limited reader­
ship. ) 
Speaking of crackheads, if you hap­
pen to count yourself among that elite 
group, by all means head straight to your 
local theater and see Playing God. If 
you've been laying off the base lately, 
however, you might want to choose a film 
that's in­
teresting 
and has a 
p I o t . 
D a v i d  
D.x:OOvny 
(the Wil­
l i a m 
Shatner 
of our 
genera­
t i o n ) 
starts as 
a drug 
a d d i c t  
u n e m ­
p l o y e d  
surgeon 
w h 0 
fixes up lowlifes for a fairly unmenacing 
druglord (Timothy Hutton). There's also 
a woman involved who they both like. 
This kind of doctor character appears in a 
lot of mob or crime films. Basically, he 
has a five- or ten-second scene at the 
"safehouse" where he patches up the crimi­
nal, and then the movie moves on. Only 
this movie doesn't do that. It makes that 
guy the hero of the film. Duchovny makes 
a game effort at using his two facial ex­
pressions (a blank face and a smirk) to 
make us sympathize with this character, 
but it doesn't quite work. Add that to a 
poor script, needlessly arty direction, and 
a weak plot and you've got the kind of film 
that steals two hours out of your life that 
you will never ever get back. These are 
the kinds of things that run before people's 
eyes as they prepare to pass on from this 
mortal coil. All the time you spent watch­
ing bad movies, standing in line, listening 
to Foghat records [Congratulations, Chris, 
on this issue's most random '70s reference­
-Eds.], doing crystal meth, and surfing 
pornography on the internet will suddenly 
loom very large. Trust me. 
I also saw U-Turn. This one starts 
off pretty well. Sean Penn is a former ten­
nis star who lost a few of his fingers in a 
disagreement with some Eastern European 
loan sharks. (In Playing God, the main 
character was running from Eastern Euro­
pean drug dealers. Apparently, our new­
found Slavic friends are the new P.C. vil­
lain of choice. I still have a fondness for 
the multi-ethnic street gangs in 1980's 
films, the pioneers as far as P.C. villains 
go.) Penn ends up in a town where every­
one is nuts and out to get him. There are 
some hilarious scenes with Billy Bob 
Thornton as the town's crazed mechanic 
and Joaquim Phoenix as the town's self­
declared tough guy, Toby ''T.N.T." Tucker. 
About halfway through, though, the movie 
begins to degenerate into a cliched story 
about a tough girl who talks a guy into kill­
ing her husband. It basically becomes the 
kind of movie it was satirizing in the first 
half. Also, since this is an Oliver Stone 
movie, the film shuffles back and forth be­
tween about 100 different film stocks for 
absolutely no reason. This can be a useful 
technique in a film like JFK which was 
continually changing between different 
periods of history. It's not really neces­
sary in a comedy, and is the sort of arty 
"look at me" kind of directing that one 
would expect from a recent film school 
grad, not from an established director with 
two Oscars on his shelf. 
I don't know how much longer it will 
be in theaters, but if you get a chance I 
heartily recommend you go see The Edge. 
This is without question one of the best 
films I've seen this year. Just imagine a 
Jack London adventure story as written by 
David Mamet, and you can get an idea 
about how 
much fun 
this movie 
is. Anthony 
Hopkins (a 
billionaire), 
A I e c 
Baldwin (a 
f a s h i o n 
p h o t o gr a ­
pher), and 
some other 
guy crash 
land in the 
A l a s k a n  
wilderness 
while scout-
ing out locations for a fashion shoot by 
Hopkins' model wife (Elle MacPherson!). 
As they're miles from civilization, they 
have to use their combined wits (or at least 
Hopkins' anyway) to figure out a way back 
to get back to their lodge. Added to this 
dilemma is Hopkins' growing suspicion 
that Baldwin has been messing around 
with his wife. Then there's also this giant 
bear that's stalking them. I don't want to 
give too much away, but the movie is worth 
seeing for the bear scenes alone. This is 
definitely the most balls-to-the-wall, man­
liest film I've seen in some time, and a 
great break from all the pansy-ass intel­
lectual legal concepts that will fill the rest 
of our waking days. Any film in which 
Anthony Hopkins slices his thumb, thrusts 
it in the camera and screams, "Blood!" can 
have my $7.25 any day. 
Il' (1\H£ FROM f{OOH Z.OO . .  � 
The RG needs YOUR 
(and your friends') 
funny/scary/pathetic stories 
from interviews & callbacks. 
Share your experiences with others who 
are less (or perhaps more) fortunate. 
If you have a story you would like to share, please place 
it in Kris Lenart's pendaflex. Thanks for your help. 
LARRY'S WORLD 
continued from page 3 
Politeness: The cops on "COPS. " 
101 ways to use a plunger: The cops in 
New York City. 
Denied: What happens to all defense mo­
tions. 
He's Crazy Yonner: What defense coun­
sel say when they can't get along with a 
client. 
Self-Defense: What defendant says while 
alleged victim is in a coma. 
Nevermind: What defendant says when 
alleged victim comes out of coma. 
A Danger to the Community: Second 
time defendant sold a nickel-bag of mari­
juana to an undercover 
cop. 
For fence-sitters lean­
ing towards criminal de­
fense, but worried about defending mur­
derers, father-rapers and mother-stabbers, 
give it a rest. For the most part, it's non­
violent offenders who overload our court 
For the most part, it's non­
violent offenders who over­
load our court system and 
prisons-people who are 
poor, disadvantaged, des­
perate, unlucky, or plain stu­
pid (all of them guilty) be­
ing prosecuted for minor 
drug infractions. 
system and prisons-people who are poor, 
disadvantaged, desperate, unlucky, or plain 
stupid (all of them guilty) being prosecuted 
for minor drug infractions [see above "A 
Danger to the Community"]. 
Guns don't kill people • • •  it's those 
nasty bullets. And now, so I read, Affrr­
mative Action causes racism . . .  where 
there was none before! This white male is 
so, so tired of suffering through the (un­
fortunately deserved) embarassment of 
hearing and reading outrageously shallow 
illogical remarks made privately and pub­
licly by members of his race. Some things 
just don't seem to change. Instead of an 
incestuous circular dialogue, I would ask 
that the good white folks of America read 
some other folks' words instead: Richard 
Wright Du Bois Sojourner Truth Julius 
Lester Frederick Douglass Harriet Tubman 
Dick Gregory Langston Hughes Bobby 
Seale Malcolm X. 
• 
The Studies of 
L�L-L.:L 
(Legal Lad'lii"2-L) 
By .J"\aH C:::ar'lin, 2-L 
-r h-. r n-1:.-..r-vi-..vv 
C-harter 3.- I'M LA-n<, I'M LA-n< ... 
P"O� A �RY IMPOR"f1::..N-r INI"f£.RVI13.W 
(O'fl!. I�Rvr-,;..w FAN-rASI£S) 
Previously: Matt got dressed for 
his first Interview. As he's about 
to leave, his mind begins to wander. 
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THE RG PRESENTS 
The Law School Grade Curve 
"The Wrath of Kahn" Highest GPA: Law, Medicine, & Society Schneider 
LowestGPA: Tax II Kahn 
Compiled by Marko Belej, RG Numbl!tS Guy Highest Rate of 
with special thanks to Kaye-Castro for her assistance Elected Pass/Fail: Partnership Tax Kahn 
# Course Professor IA+I A IA-IB+I B IB-IC+I c IC-ID+I D I D-1 E I Pll TtiiGPAI Po/o I 
i21/1 CONTRACTS Soper 2 6 13 26 1 9  8 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 80 3.23 0.0 
2112 CONTRACTS Hammer 2 7 10 26 22 10 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 82 3.21 0.0 
2113 CONTRACTS Pooley 1 9 9 26 1 8  8 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 77 3.20 0.0 
30/1 CRIMINAL LAW Kamisar 3 7 12 23 21 8 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 78 3.27 0.0 
3012 CRIMINAL LAW Westen 1 7 12 25 23 6 1 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 79 3.19 0.0 
i40/1 INTRO TO CON LAW Sandalow 3 8 1 0  22 27 5 7 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 84 3.18 0.0 
i4012 INTRO TO CON LAW Friedman 1 8 1 3  23 20 '7 7 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 81 3.20 0.0 
561/1 PROPERTY Simpson 1 5 1 1  25 19 11 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 77 3.19 0.0 
56112 PROPERTY Schneider 0 8 1 2  23 20 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 79 3.19 0.0 
561/3 PROPERTY Heller 2 8 1 1  25 17 6 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 76 3.24 0.0 
iQ1/1  ADMINISTRATIVE LAW Croley 0 9 14 13 25 8 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 36 108 3.24 33.3 
iQ8/1  ADV LEGAL RESEARCH Leary 0 1 5 13 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 37 3.25 18.9 
iQ812 ADV LEGAL RESEARCH Leary 2 5 4 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 25 3.60 16.0 
1 0/1 ADVANCED TORTS Feldman 0 4 8 8 9 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 41 3.30 17.1 
1 211 AL T DISPUTE RES Connor 1 2 5 8 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 27 3.36 7.4 
16/1 BLOODFEUDS Miller 3 6 13 9 14 4 3 0 () 0 0 0 0 4 56 3.35 7.1 
23/1 COMM TRANS Ponoroff 2 7 11 18 1 6  8 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 40 109 3.21 36.7 
3211 CONSTIT LITIGATION Whitman 1 6 5 13 10 4 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 12 56 3.21 21.4 
33/1 COPYRIGHT Komfield 5 4 14 29 13 3 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 22 94 3.31 23.4 
35/1 CORPORATE FINANCE Fox 1 7 7 12 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5  51 3.46 29.4 
39/1 CRIM APP PRAC BennetVSteinberg 0 2 3 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 3.45 0.0 
43/1 CRIM PROC: BAIL TO ... Friedman 2 5 7 13 1 1  5 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 58 3.27 20.7 
547/1 BANKING LAW Bogaard 1 4 6 10 1 0  6 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 4 44 3.18 9.1 
553/1 EMPLOYMENT DISCRIM Malamud 1 7 1 3  1 7  17 6 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 28 96 3.22 29.2 
656/1 ENGLISH LEGAL HISTORY Simpson 1 5 1 1  20 15 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 65 3.31 10.8 
7/1 ENTERPRISE ORG Orts 2 10 1 9  32 1 6  9 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 29 122 3.29 23.8 
1 /1 POLLUTION POLICY Krier 1 3 6 9 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 27 3.52 22.2 
i411 COMP HUMAN RIGHTS LAW McCrudden 1 3 8 15 10 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5  55 3.33 27.3 
i7/1 EURO LEGAL SYSTEMS Reimann 0 2 4 7 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 3.28 0.0 
9/1 EVIDENCE Gross 1 12 15 37 23 8 3 3 1 0 1 0 0 1 8  122 3.23 14.8 
69/2 EVIDENCE Clark 3 1 0  1 1  38 25 1 5  6 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2  1 21 3.21 9.9 
3/1 FAMILY LAW Chambers 1 8 11 24 15 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 69 3.31 4.3 
6/1 BUS PLAN FOR PUB HELD ... Moscow 0 2 7 6 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 35 3.32 25.7 
83/1 FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT Rosenbaum 2 8 1 1  25 19 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 1 04 3.28 27.9 
84/1 HEALTH LAW Payton 2 3 2 6 9 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 48 3. 1 9  41.7 
685/1 HIST OF GRIM JUSTICE ... Green 1 4 3 12 11 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 38 3.32 1 3.2 
689/1 INTERNAT'L ORGANIZATIONS Alvarez 0 2 5 2 3 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 7 22 3.25 31.8 
69211 INTERNATIONAL LAW Alvarez 3 5 14 26 24 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 13 92 3.28 1 4.1 
693/1 JURIS & CHOICE OF LAW Cooper 2 9 10 24 20 4 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 56 135 3.22 4 1 .5 
699/1 LABOR LAW St. Antoine 2 5 1 2  23 15 4 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 22 90 3.24 24.4 
703/1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW Hills 0 1 2 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 3  3.27 23.1 
708/1 GENETICS AND THE LAW Eisenberg/Suter 0 4 5 5 11 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 3.29 0.0 
71211 NEGOTIATION Miller 0 5 2 5 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 3.29 0.0 
71212 NEGOTIATION J_ J. White 0 2 4 8 6 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 27 3.21 7.4 
714/1 MODERN LEGAL THEORY Soper 2 2 3 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 7  3.53 1 1 .8 
7 1 5/1 LEGISLATION Derezinski 1 2 4 6 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2  36 3.32 33.3 
71 8/1 LEGAL PROF & LEGAL ETHICS Agrawal 1 6 1 0  1 7  13 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 66 3.25 13.6 
720/1 LEGAL IMAGINATION J. B. White 1 .7 7 1 8  8 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 3.40 0.0 
726/1 PARTNERSHIP TAX Kahn 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 22 28 3.67 78.e 
728/1 POLITICAL TRIALS Herzog 2 7 16 20 15 1 1  8 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 4  97 3.16 14.4 
73211 PROTECTION OF TECH Eisenberg 0 5 9 20 13 5 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2  67 3.23 17.9 
733/1 PSYCHOLOGY OF LITIGATION Ellsworth 0 2 6 1 1  8 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 36 3.25 13.9 
735/1 LAND USE PLAN & CONTROL Hills 0 3 3 9 5 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 32 3.26 25.0 
743/1 SECURITIES REGULATION Fox 1 10 14 20 18 9 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 6  91 3.29 17.6 
747/1 TAXATION I Kahn 2 11 18 3 1  17 4 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 74 1 62 3.32 45.7 
749/1 TAXATION II Kahn 1 2 6 2 3 4 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 21 42 3.15 50.0 
758/1 LAW, MEDICINE AND SOCIETY Schneider 1 8 2 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4  3.74 0.0 
763/1 WELFARE POLICY Primus 0 1 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 3.59 12.5 
779/1 FED ENVIRONMENTAL LAW II Buchsbaum 0 1 6 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 2  3.58 16.7 
795/1 COURAGE AND COWARDICE Miller 0 6 7 7 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 26 3.52 3.8 
3.74 
3.15 
78.6% 
B & B ' s B S  
with special guest, X 
Fifteen Ways to Leave 
Your Law School Lover 
B & B know that like all good law students, you've been quite busy. At this point, you've probably gone on your first 
couple of fly backs, already missed your first solid week of class, and you've also probably grown weary of your law school 
sweetheart. While B & B are too old to run around chasing the young'uns, we have brought in our special guest, X, who has 
extensive experience in dumping and being dumped. In B & B's continuing effort to bring you quality entertainment and 
advice, we give you more than David Letterman but fewer than Paul Simon. (See #4.) Without further ado, B & B present 
theop fifteen ways to break up with your girlfriend, boyfriend, or alternative-species partner. 
15. Hire a plane to fly a banner over the Ohio State Game. 
14. Tell one law school friend you intend to break up, but that it is a secret. (Same effect as #15.) 
13. Broken up? We're not broken up. Monogamy is such a dated concept. 
12. Use the lessons in double-billing that you learned over the summer at your law firm. After labelling a couple sweaty 
minutes on Thursday as "sixteen hours of quality time," you will quickly be, as they say, "taken off the case." 
1 1 .  Via pendaflex. If Kaye Castro can tell you that you won't be graduating via the pendaflexes, you surely can use 'em to 
tell your significant other that they will be spending the next couple of nights alone. 
10. Tell him/her/it that you have no time due to your duties as president of the local Spice Girls fan club. 
9. Just start dating other people and, if anyone asks, say you're "mitigating damages." 
8. Two words-Chewing Tobacco. 
7. Repeated romantic dates to the Law Quad Dining Hall. 
6. Get Neil Plotkin to e-mail your farewell note to lawstudents@urnich.edu. 
5. Act like a jerk until you get dumped. Be careful with this-it could be seen as a sign of career potential and make you 
more attractive. 
4. For five bucks get the "Headnotes" to dedicate a rendition of the Paul Simon classic, "50 Ways to Leave Your Lover." 
3. Write it in graffiti on a law school bathroom stall door accompanied by an offensive picture. Your lover will undoubt­
edly see it when somebody removes the door and displays it on the first floor of Hutchins Hall. 
2. Ding Letter. Just remember, according to the mail-box rule, your relationship has ended upon dropping the letter off in 
the mail box, so don't waste time before moving on to that undergrad you've been eyeing. 
1 .  Be a special guest collaborator for B & B: Jason, I never want to see your sorry ass again. -X 
I 
Thanks to you, all sorts of everyday 
products are being made from the 
p aper, plastic , metal and glass that 
you've been recycling. 
But to keep recycling working to 
help protect the environment, you 
need to buy those products . 
8;U1 .  'y··f'_ R-.:-, · :::: ,c·-.y�h, �ii1-· . - - --�; 'D . .  , , . 11!. . __ rl,L.:��-- 1  
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So look for and buy products made 
from recycled materials. And don't for­
get to celebrate America Recycles Day 
on November lSth. 
It would mean the world to us. For a 
free brochure, call l-800-CALL-EDF or 
visit our web site at www.edf.org 
